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Sydney pet owners are selling off
assets orremortgaging homesina bid
to afford emergency treatment for
furry friends, according to vets, as the
cost-of-living crisis continues to bite.
“Ihave been told about family
assets being sold oreven second
mortgages being put on houses to pay
foremergency vet care,” Southern
Cross Vet owner Dr Sam Kovac said.
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“Many families are struggling to
keep up with expenses and pet care
becomes an added burden.”

It comes as Southern Cross Vet at
St Peters has begun offering on-site
appointments until midnight 365 days
ayearin abidto help pet owners dodge
after-hours vet care bills. A simple
procedure after hours at Southern
Cross Vet may now cost pet owners
under $100, compared to upwards of
$450 atemergency clinics.
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“| often seereally sick petsin the
morning because their owners could
not take them at night as they had
small children asleep at home, had too
much to drink todrive, or were worried
about big bills from emergency vet
hospitals,” Dr Kovac said.

“We had a client who took her
sausage dog toanemergency vet
clinic after hoursand ended up
spending $28,000 for emergency care
inone night.”



